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Jack F. Fortes

Mareh 20, 1924, - July 2, 2017
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With great sadness, the DeLand Naval Air Station

Museum Volunteers grieve the loss of Jack Fortes,

WWII DelLand Naval Air Station Veteran and
founding member of the museum 23 years ago.

Jack, age 93, passed away on July 2, 2017. We
send our most heartfelt condolences to his family.

Jack Fortes was stationed at the DeLand Naval Air
Base during WWII 1945 -1946, assigned to the
Parachute Loft, rigging and packing parachutes.
Upon his discharge from the US Navy, he had a
successful business career working as a journalist
for several large metropolitan newspapers,
including the Daytona Beach News Journal. He
was an occasional contributor for the West
Volusia Beacon Newspaper. After many years
of service, he retired as the Public Relations and
Information Director for Stetson University in
DelLand, Florida.

Jack loved DelLand and was active in the community. He served on many
boards and event committees over the years. He was a member lifetime
member of the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum serving as Publicity Chair,
Hangar Dance Chair, Treasurer and Board Director. He served as a museum tour
guide, sharing his knowledge with visitors from local, statewide, national and
international destinations. There is a great video on YouTube of Jack giving a
tour of the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum in 2015. The link is:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0J25zYyGlo 0 the title is DeLand Naval
Air Station Museum, DeLand, Florida 10/15/2015.

Other memberships included Volusia Flagler YMCA, DelLand Breakfast Rotary
Cl ub, We s t Vol usia Historical Soci ety anp

He had a great passion for 194006s era Bigp

dancing the night away during our Big Band Dances. He was a key member of
the dance committee every year and attended all of the past 25 years. He
enjoyed many cruises with a Big Band Music theme. In May of 2010, Jack
flew to England to attend the VE Day celebrations Memphis Belle Hangar Dance
at the Tower Museum Bassingbourn Airfield UK. He was interviewed by a local

TV station in England and that interview can be viewed on YouTube. The link is:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKzSJrOASVM, titled Silver Surfers 0 Jack
Fortes 8 US Navy WWII Veteran.
We will miss his fast paced energy and his great smile.
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